RUSTENBURG ALUMNAE NEWSLETTER October 2025

From the Editor The past three months have been truly special: From honouring phenomenal
women during Women’'s Month to celebrating our rich heritage this
September. In this newsletter, we reflect on the journeys of remarkable
alumnae who continue to make incredible strides in their fields. From activists
and business leaders to scholars and sporting champions, we are privileged
to count such talent among Rustenburg’s alumnae.

2025 has been filled with reconnections and reunions both locally and abroad
and we have been fortunate to engage with alumnae from across generations.
We are deeply grateful to all who have given their time to mentor and inspire
Asonele Kotu our learners. This Women’s Month was especially memorable with alumnae
Rustenburg Alumnae sharing their powerful stories and lived experiences.
Coordinator

In this edition, we shine a spotlight on pioneering women such as Margaret
Thomson, Professor Frances Rix Ames and many others whose impact
continues to shape the world around us. Applications for the Rustenburg
Alumnae Tertiary Bursary and the Palmam Meruit Award are open until 31
October and we invite all alumnae to apply for these awards.

We hope you enjoy reading this newsletter as much as we’ve enjoyed
bringing it to you. Sadly, this will be my last newsletter to this community. It
has been a pleasure getting to know you all. The generations, the talent, the
people and the spirit of Rustybugs is something special to me. Thank you for
welcoming me into your spaces. | wish you all the best for the future. It has
been amazing, real and fabulous. Thank you and goodbye, Rustybugs!

Rustenburg Alumnae Bursary for Tertiary Apply for the Rustenburg Alumnae Bursary
Studies.

Are you a Rustenburg alumna pursuing or planning to pursue tertiary
education in 2026? The Rustenburg Alumnae Tertiary Education
Bursary Award is now accepting applications. This partial bursary is
awarded annually to 1-3 deserving students to financially support
their studies. For more information and instructions on how to apply,
click here.

Applicants for
2026

* **  Closing date: ; . o d : Deadline: 31 October 2025

310ct 2025



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc3jaaf1qhXb1S7ZKv_8Mqexm3zjKrtKsuGq-0kK14OPrP5NA/viewform

Rustenburg Alumnae Events

E85 Tea & Tour
Celebrating 40 years of friendships by Kathy Johnson

“On Saturday, 20 September, seventeen E85 Matrics met for their 40th school reunion at Laced Coffee,
a charming coffee shop in Mowbray owned by Paul and Robyn Roberts (McGregor).

Amid much merriment, each of us was encouraged by Libbi Ball to say a few words on our lives thus far
and were amazed to find out how many of us had children aged 26 or thereabouts! Maintaining a now
long-standing tradition, Jacqui (Louw) had us in stitches, once again, with her timeless Mrs Mcintyre
impersonation.

After that we settled down for an a la carte lunch and a chance to catch up more personally with those
around us and share a toast to absent friends. We were thrilled that our '‘85 Head Girl, Lindy Luger
(Smith) could join us all the way from Sydney; her deputy, Chantal O'Brien (Muller) could unfortunately
make it only for the school tour.

Thanks to our active WhatsApp group, we received greetings from classmates around South Africa and
the world, and marvelled how, if anything, our sense of connection had grown stronger over the years.
We are very grateful to Asonele and June Watson for hosting some of us on a tour of the high school
before the lunch, during which nostalgia and reminiscence of the past combined with fascination, and
admiration for the present and the way the school has successfully managed to keep pace with the
times. We are also grateful to Paul, Robyn and the rest of the Laced Coffee for their warm and generous
hosting of our group and the beautiful table decor themed in our school colours, and to Di McDonald and
Kathy Johnson (Fish) for helping to make the event happen.”

Pictured Left: E85 Head Girl Lindy Luger (nee Smith)
and Deputy Head Girl Chantal O'Brien (nee Muller).

Clockwise from middle at the bottom: Carol Chamberlain,
Lisa Hall, Kathy Johnson (Fish), Jenny Whittal (D'Arcy
Evans), Lindy Luger (Smith), Di MacDonald, Lisa
Malan, Jenny Bedford, Sarene Kloren (Smith), Robyn
. McGregor (standing), Sally Young, Jacqui Bloomer
(Low), Debbie McLeod-Smith (Long), Sheryl Cooke,
8 Alison Muller (Hyne), Caireen Alston, Janet Bradbury
4! (Carr) and Libbi Ball.




Rustenburg Alumnae Events

Women’s Month Speakers
Connecting the past and present

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all the alumnae who responded to our recent call for speakers and
mentors. The response was overwhelmingly positive and we are deeply grateful for the enthusiasm,
wisdom and generosity shown. We are delighted to share just a few highlights from our Alumnae Speaker
and Mentorship lineup.

Our Women’s Month Alumnae Speaker Series opened on Friday the 1% of August 2025, with the inspiring
Megan Westerhof (E08). Megan shared her powerful journey of personal growth, resilience and
navigation of the many seasons of life and work. Her honesty and insight left our learners motivated to
embrace their own paths with courage and purpose.

On the 1* of September Victoria Loesch (E90) spoke about exploring and being curious about life.
Victoria also brought an old school friend Melissa Hanley (née Dam, E90) along whom she met while
staying at Erinville.

On the 8" of September, two incredible alumnae returned:

« Lauren Downard (E22) who reflected on her journey from being a peer mentor and House
Committee member to pursuing a Diploma in Sustainable Development. She spoke about discovering
purpose in leadership, serving her community and building a meaningful career in sustainability.

- Thameenah Daniels (E19), a Stellenbosch graduate, journalist and passionate foodie, shared how
she celebrates heritage through food and storytelling. She recently launched her debut cookbook,
Cooking Lekka, now housed in our RGHS Alumnae Author Collection and also co-hosts the TV show,
Ja, Daddy Kan Lekka Eet.

On the 22" of September, Simbongile Ndlangisa (E12) delivered an inspirational talk about exploring
one's capabilities while still in school. Her story was a fitting finale to this season of learning and
inspiration for learners. Her key message was to start today and not to wait for tomorrow to chase your
dreams.

Due to the success of this programme, learners are now requesting mentorship from alumnae on specific

topics to help shape their futures, with Mechanical Engineering and Pharmacy being recently-expressed
areas for information and mentorship.

We Need Your Skills!

WE AR E Are you ready to give back and make an impact? We are looking
for alumnae with specific expertise to join us in a few special

LOOKING FOR | b g JoIm 1S I © b

ALUMNAE projects. Your experience can make a meaningful difference!

o A ARE S SR THESE LS If you can assist or would like more information, please get in
= touch with us.

¢ Analumnae interested in

T o For the Treasurer position, contact juneawatson@gmail.com
. committee For alumnae interested in the Erinville project, contact
¢ Aninterior designer to assist
with an Erinville project tShOHan@l’ghS.Org Za.
+ Apharmacist and mechanical For alumnae interested in learner mentoring, contact

engineer to mentor

interested Grade 11 learners Slatera@ rg hs_ org .za



Women‘s Month Speakers
Connecting the past and present

Mr Biermann, Ms Blackshaw, E19 Thameenah
Daniels, Mr Manewich and Ms Meyers

Mr Gates, E90 Melissa Hanley (née Dam),

E12 Simbongile Ndlangisa T
Asonele Kotu and E90 Victoria Loesch

E08 Megan Westerhof




Alumnae News

Ms Margaret Thomson: A Life of Principle and Service

Ms Margaret Thomson, born on 2 February 1917 in Cape Town, devoted her life to education and
community service. She grew up in Uitenhage and attended Riebeek College Girls’ High School before
studying mathematics and science at Rhodes University and then completed her teaching diploma.

Her teaching career began at St John’s College in Umtata and later at Ellerslie Girls’ High School. She
was appointed Headmistress of Rustenburg Girls’ High School at just 35, an unusually young age that
caused concern at the time. She quickly proved herself to be principled, disciplined and deeply
committed to her pupils.

As Headmistress, she was both fierce and fair. She introduced innovative grading methods and delivered
memorable speeches before sports events, reminding girls: “Don’t gloat if you win, be gracious if you
lose.” Strongly opposed to apartheid, she quietly supported families of alumnae who came into conflict
with the security police, showing courage during a time of fear.

Beyond the school, she contributed to the Cape Peninsula Organisation for the Aged (CPOA) and was
an honorary member of the Soroptimists, a global women’s organisation advocating for human rights.
She also supported many charities, reflecting her generous spirit.

Ms Thomson loved music, theatre, reading and especially cricket, which she could watch for days. She
adored her dogs and her first was Shadow which was known to follow her through the corridors of
Rustenburg. She lived at Erinville throughout her tenure.

Remembered as strict yet compassionate, she had a gift for listening and a remarkable memory for
alumnae names and faces. She inspired loyalty and respect in equal measure.

Ms Thomson retired from Rustenburg Girls’ High School after a distinguished career and passed away
on 23 June 2005, leaving behind a legacy of integrity, courage and care.

f_‘_ .

Pictured above is Ms Magaret Thomson RGHS Principal 1952 - 1979



E36 Prof. Frances Rix Ames (1920-2002)
A Life Dedicated to Activism and Equality

Rustenburg alumnus Professor Frances Rix Ames (E36) is remembered as a pioneering doctor, academic
and fearless activist whose life’'s work left an indelible mark on South Africa’'s medical and human rights
landscape.

Born in Pretoria in 1920 and raised in Cape Town, Frances overcame a difficult childhood marked by
poverty and illness. She matriculated from Rustenburg before studying medicine at the University of Cape
Town and graduated in 1942. A trailblazer, she became the first woman to earn a Doctor of Medicine degree
from UCT and later served as Head of Neurology at Groote Schuur Hospital.

While her medical career was distinguished, it was her unflinching commitment to human rights that defined
her legacy. Prof. Ames was deeply disturbed by the medical profession’s complicity in apartheid abuses,
particularly in the death of activist Steve Biko in 1977. When the South African Medical and Dental Council
exonerated the doctors involved, she took the courageous step of challenging the decision in court at great
personal and professional risk. Her persistence led to accountability being enforced, a landmark moment for
medical ethics in South Africa.

Her advocacy extended beyond Biko’'s case. She supported political prisoners, fought for ethical
independence in medicine and campaigned for the medical use of cannabis decades before it became
widely accepted. For her courage, she was awarded South Africa’s highest civilian honour, the Order of the
Star of South Africa, by President Nelson Mandela in 1999.

Prof. Ames remained a teacher, mentor, and practising doctor well into retirement. She passed away on 11
November 2002 and is remembered not only for her medical brilliance, but for her unwavering stand against
injustice. Her life is a testament to the power of speaking truth to authority, an inspiration to all Rustenburg
alumnae.

Pictured above Frances Rix Ames being awarded South Africa’s highest civilian
honour, the Order of the Star of South Africa, by President Nelson Mandela in 1999



E56 Mary Rose Berrisford (Trainor), also known as Merrilee
A Journey of Purpose and Leadership

For Mary Rose, Rustenburg has been a lifelong anchor. She often says, “Rustenburg has followed me
everywhere.” Her 1956 classmates remain dear friends, gathering for “fabulous reunions” that often
supported school projects, from scholarships to the memorial bench for Miss Thomson. She shared music,
travel and countless memories with friends like Charmian Plummer, Janet Wolpe, Peggy Wynne and others.
Later, during her teaching years in the 1990's, colleagues such as June Sacks, Simone de Clercq and Jane
Moodie became part of her second circle of friends.

After achieving a BSc in Chemistry at UCT (where she captained hockey), Mary Rose taught at Wynberg
GHS before moving to California with her husband, Peter. Returning to Cape Town, she balanced raising four
children with a teaching career. She taught at the Athlone Training Centre, which trained women of colour as
pre-school teachers during apartheid.

In 1989, she joined the staff of Rustenburg, teaching Biology until 1998. She co-created the school’s
permanent pond and wetland, led innovative cross-curricular trips such as the Glen Lyon project and served
on the School Committee. Beyond teaching, she served on the Rustenburg Old Girls’ Committee where she
edited the Alumnae Newsletter for over a decade and was instrumental in linking generations through news
and memory.

Mary Rose’s ties to Rustenburg span generations. The members of the wider family are Aunt Billie Foster
(E35), Aunt by marriage, Clare Cullis. All the matrics from the 60s; The daughters to Clare Cullis, Muffy
Jeffery, Betsey Joubert and Charmian Wightman. Eleanor Quinton (Tindale), Katharine Robertson,
Sister Jean Cohen (Trainor), Sister-in-law Yolande Trainor (Ahrens) Her daughters Fiona Berrisford
(E89), Alison Berrisford (E93,) Robyn Cullis (E95) and Sally Trainor (E88).

Since 2005, she and Peter have lived in Betty’'s Bay, continuing to host friends and nurture connections.
Reflecting on her work, she once wrote: “It has been a great experience to be immersed in the Rustenburg
family, so much accomplished, so many links, above all a web of special friendships and ties.”

Pictured above is Mary Rose with her daughters Fiona (E89) and Alison (E83)



E72 Dr Lucy Linley (1954-2025)

e : Born in Cape Town in 1954, Lucy Linley attended Rustenburg Girls’ High School,
' matriculating in 1972. She went on to study medicine at the University of Cape
Town, graduating with her MBChB in 1979.

Between 1980 and 1984, Lucy gained broad experience as a junior doctor across
medicine, surgery, obstetrics, paediatrics and emergency medicine. She then trained
as a paediatrician on the UCT hospital circuit, later specialising in neonatology. Her
career was devoted to the Metro West region of Cape Town, where she served the
community through her work at Mowbray Maternity Hospital (MMH).

Lucy became Head of the Neonatal Service at MMH in 2000, a position she held
with distinction until her retirement in 2019. She was also a senior lecturer at UCT in
Neonatal Medicine, shaping the knowledge and compassion of countless UCT
medical students and midwives working in maternal and neonatal care.

Beyond her professional legacy, Lucy remained deeply connected to Rustenburg. In
2023, she was the first alumnae speaker in our Shift Mentorship Programme, which
has since grown into an annual tradition of alumnae engagement with learners. Lucy
passed away on 23 August 2025 after a courageous battle with cancer. She will be
remembered for her remarkable spirit, her dedication to serving others and her
lasting impact on the lives of both her patients and students.

E81 Debora Patta
Honouring A Fearless Voice for Truth

Debora Patta (E81), an award-winning investigative journalist and Senior Foreign
Correspondent for CBS News, was born in Zimbabwe in 1964. Debora moved to
South Africa in 1976 and matriculated from RGHS in 1981. She went on to
complete a Bachelor of Social Sciences at the University of Cape Town before
beginning her career as a political activist, teaching literacy in Cape Town'’s
squatter camps. In 1990, she transitioned into journalism, first freelancing for the
BBC and later joining Radio 702, where she rose to become news editor.

In 1998, Debora joined e.tv, becoming one of the country’s most recognisable
broadcast journalists. She anchored news, served as editor-in-chief and created
the hard-hitting current affairs programme 3rd Degree, known for its
uncompromising interviews and fearless reporting.

Since 2013, she has worked as a foreign correspondent for CBS News, covering
some of the world’s most urgent stories: the Ebola crisis, the Chibok schoolgirls’
kidnapping, child labour in African industries, the famine in South Sudan, the
COVID-19 pandemic and most recently, the ongoing war in Gaza. Her reporting
has consistently shed light on injustice, giving a platform to those whose voices are
often silenced.

Debora’s many accolades include the Vodacom Women in the Media Award
(2009), CEO Magazine’'s Most Influential Women in Business and Government
(2010) and an Emmy nomination with the CBS team in 2015. Bold,
uncompromising and committed to truth, Debora Patta exemplifies the courage
and integrity that Rustenburg seeks to instil in every learner.



E96 Louise Carver
A Global VVoice in Music

Scan to donate

Rustenburg Girls’ High School is proud to honour Louise Carver (E96), an
internationally acclaimed folk rock singer-songwriter and pianist whose
music has touched audiences across South Africa and the world.

Born in Cape Town in 1979, Louise began playing piano at the age of 11
and signed her first recording contract at just 15. While still a learner at
Rustenburg, she released her debut single, It Don’t Matter (1996), which
topped campus charts and climbed to number three on the national Top
40. By 18, she had released her first full-length album, Mirrors and
Windows (1998).

Louise went on to study at the University of Cape Town, earning an
Honours degree in Politics, Philosophy and Economics in 2002, balancing
her academic career with her passion for music. Over the years, she has
released a string of successful albums, including Silent Scream (2005),
Saved by the Moonlight (2007) and Hanging in the Void (2016).

Her talent extends beyond South African borders. Collaborating with
international artists, she has achieved global recognition, most notably
with her singles Sunrise (2016) and Crazy Enough (2018), both produced
with DJ Joe Bermudez, which reached number one on the U.S. Billboard
Dance Club Songs chart.

With her distinctive voice, heartfelt songwriting and fearless blending of
genres, Louise has become one of South Africa’s most celebrated
performers. She continues to tour internationally and inspire new
generations of musicians.

Louise Carver’s journey from the music rooms of Rustenburg to global
stages is a testament to the power of passion, perseverance, and
creativity.

Help us increase the Rustenburg Alumnae Bursary Fund

We extend our deepest gratitude to all our alumnae who have recently
responded to the call to contribute towards the RA Bursary Fund.
Donations added together will help us reach more alumnae. The Karri
platform is an ideal way to assist us build a legacy that uplifts,
educates and empowers future generation of Rustybugs.

Scan the QR code to sign up or click the Karri image below to visit their
website to donate.



https://www.karripay.com/

E03 Hannah Hussey
Innovating Primary Healthcare Research

Rustenburg Girls’ High School proudly celebrates alumna Hannah Hussey (E03),
a visionary leader in public health whose work is transforming primary healthcare
delivery in South Africa.

Hannah is the Director of the Cape Town Surveillance through Healthcare Action
Research Project (C-SHARP) HDSS, an innovative urban health and
demographic surveillance system. Operating in the communities of Bishop Lavis
and Nomzamo, C-SHARP integrates research seamlessly into community-
oriented primary healthcare, providing a shared resource for local stakeholders.
The project is a consortium of institutions, including the City of Cape Town, the
Universities of Cape Town, Stellenbosch and the Western Cape, the South
African Medical Research Council and the Human Sciences Research Council.

Through C-SHARP, all households in defined areas are regularly assessed to
monitor births, deaths, migration and health trends. This evidence-based system
enables researchers to understand how health issues affect communities, assess
the accessibility and effectiveness of services, and embed targeted studies to
improve care. Under Hannah's leadership, this work is strengthening primary
healthcare delivery for low-income communities to ensure services are more
effective and accessible.

Hannah balances this groundbreaking research with her roles as a mother, sister,
friend and advocate for persons living with HIV. Her dedication, expertise and
compassion exemplify the values Rustenburg instils in its learners: leadership,
service and integrity. We are immensely proud of Hannah Hussey, whose work
not only advances public health but also inspires the next generation of women to
pursue meaningful, impactful careers.

EO04 Kadeeja Basier
Leadership in Finance and Beyond

Kadeeja Basier (E04), an accomplished leader in the financial sector exemplifies
Rustenburg’s values of leadership, integrity and service and inspires both
learners and alumnae to pursue excellence in all areas of life.

Kadeeja is the Chief Operating Officer at Ninety One, serving on the executive
management team and overseeing operations, technology and product
development. Since joining in 2008, she has held several leadership roles,
including Head of Product and Strategic Change, showcasing her vision and
adaptability.

A qualified actuary and Fellow of the Institute of Actuaries, with a Business
Science degree in Actuarial Science from UCT, Kadeeja combines technical
expertise with strategic leadership to drive innovation in financial services.

Beyond her career, she is a dedicated mother and recently became involved in a
non-profit that reflects her values as a Muslim feminist, underlining her
commitment to community and social impact.



E20 Kim Buchholtz

Advancing Sports Physiotherapy on a Global Stage

Rustenburg proudly spotlights Kim Buchholtz (E2000), a trailblazer in sports
physiotherapy whose career has combined clinical excellence, research,
education and international service.

After matriculating from Rustenburg, Kim studied at the University of Cape Town,
graduating with a BSc in Physiotherapy (2005) and later an MPhil in Sports
Physiotherapy (2013). She began her career in private practice before opening her
own orthopaedic and sports physiotherapy practice in 2009, which she
successfully ran until 2018. Alongside her clinical work, Kim lectured at UCT from
2012, becoming a co-course convenor of the MSc in Exercise and Sport
Physiotherapy in 2016, while also supervising numerous undergraduate and
postgraduate dissertations.

Her expertise extended beyond academia. Kim served as head physiotherapist for
the Australian Blind Cricket Team, travelling to World Cups in South Africa (2014),
India (2017) and the UAE (2018). In recognition of her impact, she was named
one of the Mail & Guardian’s 200 Young South Africans in Health (2018). She has
also shared her knowledge on global platforms by presenting at major
conferences in Europe, the Middle East and South Africa and earning citations for
her many publications.

In 2019, Kim joined LUNEX International University of Applied Sciences in
Luxembourg, where she is now a Senior Lecturer in musculoskeletal
physiotherapy She is also the programme leader for the Bachelor in
Physiotherapy. She completed her PhD in Exercise Science in 2021, has taken on
senior leadership roles at LUNEX and was awarded the Excellence in Teaching
Award (2022). Kim’'s journey reflects a commitment to advancing physiotherapy
education, research and practice worldwide.

Call for Nominations: Palmam Meruit Award 2026

-

MEET Sl BT e RGHS wishes to honour a Rustenburg Alumna by awarding the 2026

i + "‘”‘”'!E]”D FEEITERTE S palmam Meruit Award. Since its inauguration in 2016, the Palmam Meruit
Apply Now

Award has recognised past learners/pupils who have excelled in their field
of expertise and embodied the school's motto, “Palmam Qui Meruit Ferat
“, meaning "Let whoever earns the reward, receive it".

This award serves to recognise an Alumna who has earned awards,
accolades, recognition in peer reviews, prominence or distinction in her

APPLY NOW

position. Her remarkable achievement or impact might be in any sphere,
whether business, sport, culture, science, philanthropy, technology,
medicine or other spaces.

RA requests the assistance of all alumnae in identifying and nominating a
worthy candidate. Do you know of an alumna who deserves this
recognition? Nominate her by filling out the form at this link. Tell us about
her accomplishments and why she should receive the Palmam Meruit
Award. This call for nominations or self-nominations is open until 31
October 2025.


https://forms.gle/Vtng5HcEGfPTvP9D9

From the High School

From the RGHS Principal
Mr Michael Gates

“Rustenburg Girls’ High School has been ranked 3rd nationally in the Quintile 5 category at the National
Education Excellence Awards. This recognition reflects the dedication of our staff, the hard work of our
learners and the unwavering support of our community.

Sustainability remains a priority. Our solar power system is now

fully operational, reducing reliance on Eskom and ensuring Environmental Benefits

continuity during load shedding. To date, we have reduced our

carbon footprint by a total of 19 738 kg of CO2. i il fa i
19,373.8 « 578

The WCED-funded roof repairs are now complete. Naturally ()

Slate, the contractor, has done a beautiful job. As a recognised rﬁ\lﬂ \:%@

heritage site, RGHS is receiving careful restoration.

In August, the Rustenburg Marimba Band joined a historic Guinness World Record attempt for the largest
marimba performance in the world. With 1,177 musicians, the Cape Town ensemble more than doubled
the previous record. A Guinness representative from the UK confirmed the achievement and we are
proud to have been part of this extraordinary event.

For the 25th year, RGHS entered the Holocaust Centre’s Creative Competition. Our Grade 11 History
learners submitted a record number of entries and achieved top awards across categories, including Art,
Writing, Documentary Film and Website.

We are pleased to announce that the RGHS Media Centre Upgrade Project is now underway. To support
this important initiative, RGHS is running a raffle fundraiser with incredible prizes. Please help us in
building an innovative space for our learners by supporting the fundraiser. Tickets are available online on
Quicket and on Karri.”



https://www.quicket.co.za/events/315941-rghs-raffle-2025/

From the Junior School

Term 2 News
Belinda Petersen - RGJS Principal

“September was a busy month at RGJS with many exciting events and celebrations within our amazing
school community!

On Monday, 22nd September, Justice Albie Sachs, renowned former South African Constitutional Court
Justice, lifelong anti-apartheid activist, scholar and author addressed the learners, staff and parents in
our Heritage Day Assembly. He shared about his early years, his entry into politics and meeting Nelson
Mandela. He spoke about how, despite all our many differences, we are all human beings. We may
come from different backgrounds, be different races, be rich, be poor, men or women, living in towns or
rural areas, but we are all human beings. He spoke about the privilege of writing the constitution and
handed over a signed copy of the preamble of the South African Constitution to RGJS.

RGJS hosted a Grade 7 Business Conference in the Orton Hall for learners from Molo Mhlaba and
RGJS on Saturday, 6 September. Learners experienced a real conference setting with registration
booths, goodie bags, keynote speakers, and interactive exhibitions. They left inspired for the EMS
Entrepreneur’s Day and perhaps the seeds were planted for our future entrepreneurs!

The Long Table Heritage Dinner for RGJS families and staff provided a wonderful occasion to celebrate
our diverse, multicultural RGJS school community where participants of different nationalities and
traditions shared interesting stories. As cultures were shared, some went home with "padkos", known in
Nigerian culture as "l was there".

RGJS also participated in the Guinness World Records Marimba Jam Competition. What a wonderful
event for all Marimba players in South Africa.

Our Sports Department had a wonderful season, achieving first place in the Interschools Cross Country,
first places in U12 and U13 Netball and winning the U12 Bishops Day/Night Hockey Festival.

At the end of 2025, RGJS will bid a sad farewell to isiXhosa Teacher, Mrs Nongatsho Mtsi. "Teacher
Lakazi", as Mrs Mtsi is fondly known, is retiring at the end of the year. Mrs Mtsi joined Rustenburg in
2002 and we are extremely grateful for everything she has given to RGJS and our Rustybugs over the

years.”

URG

Mrs Nongatsho Mtsi. Pam Heiberg (nee McCabe E87) RGJS Marimba Band with their
& Albie Sachs Guinnes World Record Medals & Certificates



Upcoming Events

E15 REUNION
Venue: Rustenburg Girls’ High School

25 Time: 12:00 - 15:00 BUY NOW

Format: Lunch and Tour -

October Tickets are available on Quicket

E76 REUNION
Venue: Rustenburg Girls’ High School

Time: 10:00 - 15:00
Format: Tea, Networking, Lunch and Tour

Tickets: R600.00
Contact: Linda Kuiper at linda@armresearch.co.za

Tickets: R250.00
BUY NOW

January

E66 REUNION The class of 1966 is planning their 60" reunion to be hosted on the

upcoming 132" Birthday celebration. You can join the pre-reunion cocktail
6 evening or the reunion lunch. If you are interested in attending you can
get in touch with Colleen De Villiers at collage1948@gmail.com

February

' % We still have a few cookbooks for sale at only R300 per book. Place
your orders or find out more information by emailing June at

~=y ﬁ‘ juneawatson@gmail.com.
g Don’t miss out on this unique keepsake!
o

RUSTENBURG
130th Ceokbook

<221

O
Follow us on social media

Have you joined Alumnet yet? https://rustenburg.alumnet.co.za/
Find us on Facebook and Instagram @rustenburgalumnae.
Our Facebook page can be found at https://www.facebook.com/rustenburgalumnae/
Join our new Linkedin page on
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rustenburg-alumnae

We would appreciate any news of alumnae, updates and interesting stories, please send them
to alumnae@rustenburggirls.org.za for inclusion in future newsletters.



https://www.facebook.com/rustenburgalumnae/
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