
Closing off a very busy term one, we continue to reflect on our rich
history, excellence and legacy of 131 years.

The year kicked off with the Founders’ Day celebrations at RGJS on the
31st of January, followed by the Birthday Assembly at RGHS on the 9th
of February. Alumnae from the following year groups joined the
celebrations: E64, E65, E85, E86, E91, E92, E93, E01, E07, E11, E17 and
E23. On the day, RGHS welcomed the E2000 matriculants who were
celebrating their 25-year reunion. A week later, E2010 celebrated 15
years. We look forward to hosting the E1975 class for their grand 50th
reunion in March.

In this newsletter, we have gathered highlights from the 131st Rustenburg
Birthday to exciting reunion celebrations. A huge thank you to all
alumnae who keep returning for events, tours and speaking engagements
with current learners. We appreciate your ongoing contributions to the
continued development of our schools. Let us continue to grow the
momentum in 2025!

Asonele Kotu
Rustenburg Alumnae

 Coordinator

Celebrating 131 Years of Excellence, Growth and Belonging April 2025

Missed the Birthday Cheer at RGHS?

RUSTENBURG ALUMNAE NEWSLETTER

Attending alumnae witnessed
one of the new high school
traditions. For the second
year running, learners sang
the birthday song and led a
cheer after assembly.

Watch the featured Birthday
Cheer video by clicking on
the image. Enjoy!



Earlier this year we welcomed the E24 Class to our alumnae network. The Matric Class of 2024
delivered exceptional results by achieving a 100% pass rate and an outstanding 99.4%
Bachelor’s Pass rate. Congratulations to the Dux Trophy winner Kate Ferguson (95.3%
aggregate) as well as Charlotte Bovill, Lauren Henderson, and Morgynn Whitfield, who each
earned eight distinctions.

With an average aggregate of 75.94%, the group achieved 622 subject distinctions, and 81
learners (47.1%) achieved 4 or more subject distinctions. Three learners achieved 8 subject
distinctions, and 10 received an aggregate of 90% or more. Rustenburg’s academic excellence
was recognized at the Western Cape Education Department Ministerial Awards and the Metro
Central National Senior Certificate Awards Evening. RGHS received the following accolades:

🏆 Top School in the District for Bachelor’s Passes
🏆 Award for 100% Pass Rate
🏆 Top Award for English Home Language
🏆 Outstanding Achievement in Mathematics & Physical Science
🏆 Increased Participation in Mathematics & Physical Science

We are incredibly proud of the Class of 2024 and look forward to seeing all they accomplish in the
future!

Rustenburg Alumnae Events

Matric Class of 2024: Welcome to the Alumnae Community



Thank you to all who attended: Abigail Ball, Lisa Doucha Barkhuizen, Kiba Bam, Catherine Bowen,
Brighid Brown, Tracy Burke, Francesca Clayton, Robyn Costa, Paula Evans, Sandy Gibbs, Tracy
Gibbs, Justine Krige, Tamlyn Lippiatt-Moll, Kim Manson-Kullin, Ntombi Mbadlanyana, Bronwyn
McEvoy, Natasha Norton, Natalie Pollock Le Brun, Thando Sebesho and Melanie Wilson.

The Class of E00 recently gathered to celebrate their 25-year reunion at the 131st birthday. It was a
heartwarming occasion of old friends reconnecting.

A huge thank you goes to Robyn Costa whose efforts were instrumental in bringing the group together.
The reunion was a true testament to the bond shared among the E00 class. A special thanks goes to
those who travelled from afar to be part of this memorable occasion. It was a day filled with laughter and
a shared sense of pride in the experiences that shaped the Class of E2000.

Each year the Rustenburg Alumnae community acknowledges and awards top-
performing students for academic excellence. In addition to the academic
awards, we offer a tertiary education support bursary to alumnae. With support
and donations from alumnae, we can offer more awards and support to past and
present students. At the highschool’s 131st celebration, we presented several
awards to celebrate achievement and to support the next generation of
Rustenburg excellence. Congratulations to the following award recipients.

Diamond Jubilee Award, awarded to the Top Matriculant for 3 consecutive years:
E24 Kate Ferguson: Top achiever nationally & provincially in 2024; achieved
7 subject distinctions and an aggregate of 95.3%
E23 Caitlyn Anstey: Achieved 8 subject distinctions and an aggregate of
96.33%
E22 Kelly Prowse: Top achiever nationally & provincially in 2022; achieved 7
subject distinctions and an aggregate of 97.8%.

Rustenburg Alumnae Tertiary Education Bursary, awarded annually and can be
shared by a maximum of 3 deserving students on application:

E22 Caitlin Benjamin: Received towards a Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor
of Surgery degree at Stellenbosch University in 2025.
E21 Taura Benning: Received towards an Honours degree in Bachelor of
Science specialising in Plant Biotechnology at Stellenbosch University in
2025.

E00 Celebrates 25-Year Reunion at RGHS 131st Birthday

Congratulations to 2025 RA Award Recipients

Caitlin Benjamin 

Kelly Prowse, Kate
Ferguson, Mr Gates
and Caitlyn Anstey

Caitlin Benjamin and 
June Watson



2024 was a year of meaningful engagement for our large RA Committee. The
different perspectives of our diverse team have facilitated discussions on aims
and strategies for the future. An NPO application, which will enable tax-
deductible donations, is in progress. This required a Constitution change which
was ratified at an SGM in May.

RA administers bursaries held in Trust and also offers bursaries to alumnae and
learners when donations are allowed. In 2024, we awarded the  Matric
Diamond Jubilee Award, the Kemp Book Prize, the annual RA Bursary for
Tertiary Education and further assistance awards for Tertiary Education. We
also provided academic support for a learner at RGHS and assisted a Hockey
player. 
 
With a focus on fostering connections, RA hosted multiple reunions and
expanded the Shift Mentorship Program. The addition of our Alumnae
Relations Officer, Asonele Kotu, placed at RGHS, has proved a valuable asset
and strengthened alumnae relationships.

Our quarterly newsletter has been well-received and our social media presence
grew. Alumnae are encouraged to register on Alumnet and to update their
details as this will assist with their year reunions. 

The time of the AGM remains after the Birthday Assembly as feedback from
the questionnaire on when to hold the AGM proved inconclusive. Click here to
meet our elected Committee. The position of Treasurer still needs to be filled
click here to volunteer your assistance. We look forward to another successful
year!

E22 Sara Wepener welcomed back to RGJS as Founders’ Day Speaker
On the 30th of January, RGJS hosted guest speaker, Sara Wepener, an alumnus who completed her
junior school journey at RGJS in 2017 and her RGHS journey in 2022. Now in her third year of studying,
Sara is a Bachelor of Music student at the South African College of Music at the University of Cape Town
(UCT). She serves as the 2025 Chairperson of the Music Student Council. She also works for The Flute
Practice, an organisation dedicated to flute education and performance. Sara’s impressive achievements
include being awarded the HM Lentin Award in 2017, playing the flute in the UCT Symphonic Wind
Ensemble and earning a place on the Dean’s Merit List for two consecutive years. Sara is also a recipient
of a Rustenburg Alumnae Committee assistance award towards her tertiary education. 

AGM Feedback 

June Watson
Rustenburg Alumnae

President

Alumnae News

https://www.alumnae.rustenburggirls.org.za/committee/
https://www.alumnae.rustenburggirls.org.za/committee/


E65 Zephne van der Spuy Receives the Palmam Meruit Award

Zephne M. Van der Spuy is an Emeritus Professor of Obstetrics
and Gynaecology at UCT, where she leads postgraduate
education. As a globally recognised expert in reproductive
medicine, she has made significant contributions to research on
polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS), fibroids, contraception and
endometriosis. Professor Van der Spuy has held several
leadership positions, including President of the Colleges of
Medicine of South Africa and the South African Medical
Association. With over 90 peer-reviewed publications and
numerous international fellowships and awards, her work has had
a profound influence on medical education, research and
women's health policies both locally and globally.

During her talk, Zephne highlighted the challenges women faced
in their fight for equality and human rights when she started her
medical career. She spoke about how tough it was to break into
the medical field during her time. She also mentioned the
importance of friendships and attended the school’s birthday with
three high school friends.  

The Palmam Meruit Award is selected and presented annually by
the school to a past learner who brings honour to Rustenburg. It is
evident that this year’s awardee is truly deserving of this
recognition. We are incredibly proud to have the legendary
Zephne as the 8th Annual Palmam Meruit Award recipient!

E75 Leslie Macleod-Downes (Bensimon): A Legacy of Care and Empowerment

Nominations for the 2026 Palmam Meruit
Award open in August. Read more about last
year’s nomination process.

In 1993, E75 Leslie Macleod-Downes transformed a personal challenge into a mission that continues to
impact countless lives. When her daughter Robyn required specialised home-based care, Leslie
encountered a significant lack of available trained caregivers. Instead of accepting the status quo, she
took action by establishing Robin Trust, a pioneering organisation dedicated to training professional
carers.

Driven by compassion and a vision for quality healthcare, Leslie founded the Robin Trust Home-Based
Care College in Pinelands. Over the years the organisation has grown into a reputable institution which
equips individuals with the skills needed to provide expert care. The Robin Trust has empowered many
individuals, particularly individuals from previously disadvantaged communities, by providing them with
career opportunities in the healthcare sector. Today Robin Trust stands as a testament to Leslie’s
unwavering commitment to dignity in care and education. Her dedication continues to shape the future
of home-based healthcare and contributes to a lasting legacy of service and empowerment.

https://www.alumnae.rustenburggirls.org.za/2024/07/08/celebrating-excellence-the-palmam-meruit-award-2025/
https://www.alumnae.rustenburggirls.org.za/2024/07/08/celebrating-excellence-the-palmam-meruit-award-2025/


E94 Kitty Dörje: A Journey Through Art and Creativity

E94 Kitty Dörje is a multi-disciplinary artist working in painting,
drawing, printmaking and video. She studied Graphic Design at
the Cape Technikon and later earned an Honours Degree in Fine
Art at the UCT Michaelis School of Fine Art, majoring in
printmaking.

Kitty has participated in numerous group and solo exhibitions
including This Must Be the Place at iArt, Continuum at the Cape
Gallery and Irma Stern Greatmore Trust Group Show. Her solo
exhibitions, Recite at The Cape Gallery and Remerge at the AVA
(Association for Visual Arts) Gallery, highlight her thought-
provoking work. Her video art has been featured in Mixed Tape
Mobile Cinema at the Grahamstown Festival and the One Minute
Awards.

Beyond galleries, she has led public art interventions and has
taught at LALELA and Greatmore Studios in Cape Town.

Her career includes working as a Graphic Designer in London and
Cape Town. Her extensive travels to Nepal, India, Bolivia, Peru  
and Chile have influenced her artistic vision. Kitty Dörje continues
to inspire through her diverse impactful work in South Africa’s art
scene. Some of her charcoals and silkscreen prints are currently
on display at The Vineyard Hotel in Newlands.

E 80's : Do you remember these days? Where are you now?

We are looking for stories and exciting updates about where you and your school friends are today in
life. Get in contact with us and share with us by emailing Asonele at kotua@rghs.org.za



Spotlight on E15 Hannah Rose Abrahams-Crocker 
“After completing my undergraduate studies at Stellenbosch
University in 2021, I moved to Worcester for two years to
complete my medical internship. After this, I moved to Limpopo
with my two cats to complete my community service year, where I
worked in the Paediatric department. I left Limpopo a well-
rounded doctor with a love for rural communities and helping
those in need. 

As a doctor, my goal is to make healthcare accessible to
everyone, no matter their circumstances. I have a strong love for
women's health  as well as sports and exercise medicine. I love
helping people improve their physical health through sports and
exercise, guiding them to reach their goals in a healthy,
sustainable way.”

Hannah currently runs Integration House a practice in
Rondebosch and she would love to extend her services to
alumnae who seek medical care especially in the women’s and
mental healthcare space.

E10 celebrates their 15-year reunion in style

On the 22nd of February, we had the joy of welcoming back the
E10 Class for their reunion. It was such a pleasure to spend this
memorable day together. The energy in the room was truly
incredible! 

At their five-year reunion in 2015, this remarkable group
generously donated the water fountain found near the Kemp
Hall. Over the years, they have continuously contributed to
supporting learner development and school infrastructure.
Their unwavering commitment to developing Rustenburg for
current and future learners is deeply appreciated.

A big thank you to Anelisa Mangcu and Lulama Dingani for their
hard work in organizing and kicking off the reunion
arrangements. Thank you to their Headgirl, Camagu Mayosi,
who could not be there but sent a video wishing the rest of
E10's an amazing reunion. Click on the below video to watch.
Thank you, E10. We look forward to reconnecting with you. 

Thank you to all who attended: 
Christina Botha, Kimberley Daley, Nicola Engel, Aneeqah
Ganief, Jennifer Green, Gigi Hock, Shaakirah Jardine, Nuria
Jakoet, Mishka Kadir, Kauthar Kerbelker, Hannah Neil, Thando
Madliki, Noxolo Mafu, Hira Malik, Bilqees Masoet, Anelisa
Mangcu, Lulama Mngoma, Maryke Moir, Moleboheng Mosia,
Lebohang Mosia, Zahrah Perry, Kate Pitcher, Skye Revell,
Tasneem Seedat, Morgan Strutt and Carina Tremblay.

https://integrationhouse.co.za/
https://integrationhouse.co.za/


On the 13th of February, the five interschool houses took to the stage
for the Interhouse Talent Show. The students showcased their fierce
competition and incredible performances to a panel of judges which
included two alumnae. 

E00 Tracy Malamoglou shared: "Honoured to be one of the judges for
this event! So impressed by the talent shown at the talent show. My
first impression was ‘Finally, something I can contribute to the school
since leaving.’ I used to be a professional dancer and did cruise ships
and corporate events until I started my own events company. I have
done entertainment for the Lories, J&B Met, Kirstenbosch and many
others. I was blown away by the talent that the learners showed."

E17 Jasmine Minter returned as a judge this year and once again
brought an enthusiasm to the event. After matriculating from
Rustenburg, she delved into the world of performing arts at the
Luitingh Alexander Musical Theatre Academy (LAMTA). Her talent has
shone brightly in various productions: From the national tour of Come
Together to her standout role as “Cherry” in the Australian comedic
play Cosi.

Completing the trio of judges was RGJS Music Teacher Leah Adams.
Leah is a performing artist, a vocal, piano and choir trainer; and a
devoted advocate for music education. As the Music Specialist at the
junior school, Leah has a unique approach to teaching which
integrates music and technology. Not limiting herself to just the music
classroom, Leah occasionally performs on the Cape Town Jazz circuit
and has shared the stage with many local and international artists.

It is with heavy hearts that we share the passing of Marilyn Peters on  
the 17  of January 2025. Marilyn dedicated nearly 30 years to the
Rustenburg school community by serving as the high school’s Media
Centre manager. Marilyn began as a volunteer in 1991. In her time as
Media Centre manager, she transformed the library into an inspiring
space by mentoring students and ensuring access to top resources
(even pioneering digital search tools before Google!). Her ability to
match books with readers sparked curiosity and a love for learning.
Known for her humour, fairness and strong friendships, Marilyn’s
impact was profound. She leaves behind a legacy of knowledge,
passion and warmth. She has shaped generations of students and
educators through her dedication to literature and education.

th

Read more tributes here.

In Loving Memory of Marilyn Peters, past RGHS Media Centre Manager

 Alumnae Judges at RGHS Talent Show

Above from left to right;
E00 Tracy

Malamoglou, E17
Jasmine Minter and

Leah Adams 

https://www.alumnae.rustenburggirls.org.za/2025/02/13/a-tribute-to-marilyn-peters-01-09-1951-to-17-01-2025/


From the High School

We are incredibly proud to share that Rustenburg was recently honored
as the Top School in the province, based on the outstanding 2024 NSC
results. Additionally, we received recognition as the leading institution
for promoting technical subjects. These achievements reflect our
school’s unwavering commitment to academic excellence and
innovation.

Rustenburg’s legacy of excellence continues to thrive and we are
excited to strengthen our connection with you, our valued alumnae.
Your continued engagement is vital in shaping the future of our school
and expanding opportunities for more young women to access a
Rustenburg education.

To support this initiative, we invite you to play an active role in keeping
your alumnae group informed about upcoming events, fundraisers and
special projects. If you are interested in representing your group and
serving as the primary point of communication between your peers and
the High School, please complete this form. I look forward to meeting
some of you at upcoming reunions and during your visits to the school.

I am delighted to share that Rustenburg Girls’ Junior School has been
awarded the highest rating by the Schools Evaluation Authority (SEA),
achieving an outstanding score in all evaluated areas. This recognition
is a testament to our unwavering commitment to academic excellence,
student development and a nurturing school environment.

The evaluation process included classroom and playground
observations, discussions with staff, parents, learners and school
leadership; and an assessment of student behavior and academic
performance. To receive a 4 rating (which correlates with an
“Outstanding” performance) across all categories is an incredible
achievement. It is an achievement that reflects the dedication and
teamwork of our teachers, School Management Team (SMT), School
Governing Body (SGB) and the entire RGJS community.

I want to extend my heartfelt gratitude to our staff for their passion and
hard work, to our parents for their ongoing support and to our learners
for their enthusiasm and commitment to learning. This achievement
belongs to all of us. We were honoured to be recognized at the SEA
certification ceremony where RGJS stood among the top-performing
schools in the province. I encourage you to read the full SEA report
which highlights the strengths and successes of our school.

Thank you for being part of this journey. Together we can continue to
inspire excellence!

From the Junior School

Michael Gates
RGHS Principal

Belinda Petersen
RGJS Principal

https://forms.gle/GCit1TkjWrU9Br1x8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m63odxte8UdvnVuOpvMuboB29abQHYo1/view


Highlights from the 131st
RGHS Birthday Celebrations



Highlights from the RGJS Founders Day

Alumnae were invited for the first time to share the Founders Day Assembly with the Junior School,  
Some of the alumnae who attended were learners at the Junior school during the 1940s and 1950s.
E65 Sandy LeFevre’s comment to alumnae was to encourage alumnae to attend this event in the
future as it was uplifting and enjoyable. One of the oldest alumnae who attended the RGJS
Founders day was Monica Pentecost Sutherland who attended Rustenburg till standard 9 in 1950.

Many 2025 matrics who attended Rustenburg Girls' Junior were also special guests. Guest speaker
Sara Wepener shared her life experiences with the Rustybugs and motivated them to cherish every
moment in their lives. 
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Pictured left: June Watson, Monica Pentecost
Sutherland, Belinda Peterson, Sandy LeFevre,

Unathi Stofile



Rustenburg bids a heartfelt farewell to beloved housekeeper Elsie Groenewald as she retires.
Elsie served at RGJS for an  incredible 30 years and has been a cherished member of the
Rustenburg family as she was dedicated to keeping the school a warm and welcoming place
for all. When asked about her journey, Elsie shared that she will always hold close to her heart
the many moments filled with laughter, friendships and the deep sense of community that
makes Rustenburg special.

RGJS is grateful for her kindness, hard work and unwavering commitment over the years. Her
contribution remains woven into the fabric of our school. We wish her all the best in this new
chapter of her life: May it be filled with joy, rest and new adventures!

Farewell to Elsie Groenewald – 30 Years of Dedication to RGJS

Farewell to Mr Hendrik Marais – 19 Years of Dedication to RGJS as Head of
Creative Arts, Drama, Art and Music

It is with bittersweet emotions that we share the news that Mr Marais will be leaving RGJS after
19 years of service to the school community as Head of Music at RGJS. On 1 April 2025, he will
commence his appointment as the principal of Frank Pietersen Music Centre in Paarl. RGJS is
proud of his promotion and wishes him well as he embarks on this new chapter.

Mr Marais has been instrumental in various aspects of school life at RGJS, particularly in
diversifying the music department and its offerings over the years. In recent years he has
spearheaded the RGJS Student Teacher Programme to enhance the experience of our country’s
future teachers. He has not only been a valuable member of the school community but also
played a significant role in promoting the Creative Arts locally, nationally and globally. His
numerous achievements and awards, most recently from the South African Council of Educators
(SACE), are a testament to someone who lives with passion and purpose. He spearheaded and
led the Rustenburg Alumnae Choral for many years and we appreciate his commitments to the
Rustenburg community.

RGJS wishes Mr Marais well in his new role as principal at the Frank Pietersen Music Centre.

https://youtu.be/MiBWMAMAYes?si=NAJJxyCEOOTQ90xS


12
April

Venue: Rustenburg Girls’ High School 
Time: 10:00 - 15:00 
Format: Tea, Networking, Lunch and Tour
Tickets: R250.00 per person
Contact: Janine Visser at rpv@adept.co.za 

JUNE
2025

Be part of alumnae activities

Upcoming Events

E95 REUNION

Venue: Rustenburg Girls’ High School
Time: 12:00 - 16:00
Tickets: R250.00 per person
Contact: Tamsin Van Vlaanderen at
tamsinvanvlaanderen@gmail.com 

Join the E95
WhatsApp group

10
E70 REUNION

May

WE ARE COMING TO OXFORD AND LONDON!

We are planning to host reunion mixers for various yeargroups in
Oxford and London.The provisional dates are Friday, 6th June London
and Sunday,8 June in Oxford. If you are based in these areas and
would like to help us coordinate the events please connect with
Asonele at kotua@rghs.org.za   

Since 2013, the RA committee has been supporting alumnae and learners through bursaries and awards
that come from your generous donations. We wish to enhance the connection of support for alumnae
who seek bursaries and mentorship so that they can reach their full potential. 
Here’s how you can help.

Kim Joy Damon

Caitlyn Anstey and Amaan Samaai

https://qkt.io/CrvZRP
mailto:janinerpv@adept.co.za
https://www.quicket.co.za/events/274220-e70-reunion-lunch/#/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/JCGBwjHts4jLnXUtIrnStB
https://chat.whatsapp.com/JCGBwjHts4jLnXUtIrnStB
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WE ARE COMING TO OXFORD AND LONDON!

We are planning to host reunion mixers for various yeargroups in
Oxford and London.The provisional dates are Friday, 6th June London
and Sunday,8 June in Oxford. If you are based in these areas and
would like to help us coordinate the events please connect with
Asonele at kotua@rghs.org.za   

Since 2013, the RA committee has been supporting alumnae and learners through bursaries and awards
that come from your generous donations. We wish to enhance the connection of support for alumnae
who seek bursaries and mentorship so that they can reach their full potential. 
Here’s how you can help.

Kim Joy Damon

Caitlyn Anstey and Amaan Samaai

Venue: Rustenburg Girls’ High School 
Time: 11:00 - 15:00
Format: Arrival snacks, Networking, Lunch and Tour
Tickets: R600.00 per person
Contact: Linda Kuiper at linda@armresearch.co.za
 

24
E76 REUNION

January

mailto:janinerpv@adept.co.za
https://www.quicket.co.za/events/274220-e70-reunion-lunch/#/
mailto:linda@armresearch.co.za
https://www.quicket.co.za/events/303035-e76-reunion/


Follow us on social media 

Have you joined Alumnet yet? https://rustenburg.alumnet.co.za/ 
Find us on Facebook and Instagram @rustenburgalumnae. 

Our Facebook page can be found at  https://www.facebook.com/rustenburgalumnae/  
Join our new Linkedin page on 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/rustenburg-alumnae

 We would appreciate any news of alumnae, updates and interesting stories, please send them to
Asonele Kotu - alumnae@rustenburggirls.org.za for inclusion in future newsletters.

We Have Cookbooks in Stock!

The books are available at both schools. If you would like to
place an order please get in touch with Asonele Kotu at
kotua@rghs.org.za.

Happy experimenting in the kitchen with legendary
Rustenburg recipes from our diverse community. 
Bon appétit!

Get Yourself a Rustybug Dog
Bandana

We have limited edition dog bandanas
available at R150.00

Email us (kotua@rghs.org.za) to place an
order.

https://www.facebook.com/rustenburgalumnae/
http://rustenburgalumnae/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/87468186/admin/
https://rustenburg.alumnet.co.za/
https://rustenburg.alumnet.co.za/
http://rustenburgalumnae/
https://www.facebook.com/rustenburgalumnae/
https://www.facebook.com/rustenburgalumnae/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rustenburg-alumnae
mailto:alumnae@rustenburggirls.org.za

