
The Junior School celebrated its birthday on the 27th of January 2023 and the High School hosted its
celebration on the 3rd of February 2023. In true Rustybug style, the alumnae celebrated both occasions
and had the opportunity to enjoy lunch together and sing the new school song. The air was so refreshing
and filled with pride. It was wonderful to see far our schools have come. 

Speaking of new beginnings, we would like to congratulate June Watson who now is the President of the
Rustenburg Alumnae Committee and new additional members Geneé Bennett nee Taylor E14 and
Zandile Matshaya E09, we look forward to the rest of the year together.  The beginning has only just
started but as we embrace the new path of growth and change we will become a stronger community from
far and wide. This feature is dedicated to us embracing prosperity, unity and new beginnings.

Asonele Kotu
Rustenburg Alumnae Co-ordinator

Catch the highlights of the day by
watching the full 129 Birthday
Assembly video. Thank you to all
those who joined us and celebrated the
festivities with us! 

In this edition, you will also find "A Trip
down memory lane" written by Irina
von Holdt (Botha) on behalf of the
E58s who attended featured on page 3.

Missed out on the 129th Birthday Assembly?

2023: A year of prosperity, unity and new beginnings
We started 2023 with great excitement about what would unfold as the busy 1st
quarter of the year caught up with us. The Alumnae community chose to take a
different direction in how we approached engagement this year through
involvement in school activities with outgoing matriculants (E22's) and preparing
for the traditionally known  Founder's Day which is now celebrated as "The
School's birthday".

RA Events

March 2023

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-c9W27twlYs


129th Birthday
Highlights: 

Thank you to Anna Irving & Morgan
Hunter for capturing the moments

 



A trip down memory lane by Irina von Holdt (Botha) on behalf of the E58s
"On Founder’s Day, a group of us from Matric 1958 attended an assembly and stayed on for tea and lunch. As
time goes by our group gets smaller and smaller– yes, sadly we are losing girls, but also because we are so
widely scattered across the globe that it would be virtually impossible to get us all together again. Hello! Are any
millionaires out there to lend a private jet? We numbered ten, all in good health and spirits and very happy still
to be part of the Rustenburg family."

Anne Mannington spoke for all of us when she wrote,
‘I was hugely impressed by the changes in Rustenburg, the atmosphere, the pupils’ attitudes, warmth and
general behaviour and, most of all, the apparent non-racialism. It seemed like a privileged teensy glimpse into
the future direction of SA …. hopefully! If so, the future holds a lot more promise than current political headlines
would indicate.’ Marion Gain was not able to attend, but sent us on a whimsical trip down memory lane, ‘To
quote Tommy, “the boarders are the backbone of the school”, and with that, she would inspect the croc setting
off for church and say with a firm hit on the head “put your hat ON!!!” Who can remember those ghastly white
dresses and black stockings, we had to wear to church??’
 
We were all so impressed by the beautiful facilities that the school has now. No more wooden benches in the
library, oh no, now it’s upholstered armchairs for the Matrics! A resource room crammed with electronics, and
science labs as they belong on Starship Enterprise and Domestic Science is no more, instead, there is
Consumer Science – and they put on a great tea and lunch, and served it too. Thank you to the learners who
served us. Another huge change for us golden oldies was being greeted by a HEADMASTER, Mr Gates. A
very able headmaster, too, he had the whole school firmly in his grip, and we loved his Mickey Mouse tie! We
wondered what the past headmistresses would think. Tommy, no doubt would have had some witty comment,
and what about Jo MacIntyre et al? Well, time moves on and, things they are a-çhangin’, as they say, often for
the better. It seems that is very much the new spirit of Rustenburg – embracing change and making sure that it
will be for the better and for all of us.
 
We all loved the new Rustenburg Cheer – picture the entire school in the quad, in concentric blue circles
making a huge final circle to start a cheer from the middle, arms waving and radiating outwards. Impressive!
Because it was Founder’s Day (now known as Rustenburg’s Birthday), and a very senior 129 years old, there
was of course a cake and cake-cutting ceremony. For us, this was an extra-special celebration as it was our
landmark 65th-anniversary get-together. We have managed this every five years since our 20th anniversary
with the fiftieth being particularly memorable and old girls flying in from all over the world. This is the appropriate
place to mention that none of these memorable events would have taken place without the indefatigable Angela
Roberts who has tracked down, kept in touch and chivvied us up all the way. We salute you, Angela!
 
We had lovely messages from Hilary Pryor (Ford) who sent all the info on to Leslie Quenell (McGlashan),
Rosemary Hansen (Jennings), Marion Gain (De la Harpe) and Jeanne Viljoen (James) sent news on to Helen
Dick.

Attendees were our organizer and chief whip, Angela Roberts (de Villiers), supported by Rosemary
Truter (Haldane), Yvonne Kunz (Olivier) Melly Buckland (Lewis), Tinker Bedford (Pyott), Jeanne Viljoen

(James), Ann Mannington (Badings), Maureen Batten (Pentz), Lynne Muller (Nielsen) and Irina von
Holdt (Botha).

Introducing The Matric Cheer

This year, we enjoyed one of the new traditions whereby
the matrics performed a cheer for the first time at the
school's birthday for alumnae and event attendees. 

Watch the featured Birthday Cheer video by clicking on
the image. Thank you to all those who joined us and
celebrated the festivities with us!

https://youtu.be/i-L_FmLMYhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QoQc0omJQ7E
https://youtu.be/QoQc0omJQ7E


Bursary Name Recipient Year

Diamond Jubilee Award:
Awarded to Top Matric for 3 consecutive

years

Nika Hofmeyer
 
 

2020

Diamond Jubilee Award:
Awarded to Top Matric for 3 consecutive

years
Erin Coull 2021

Diamond Jubilee Award:
Awarded to Top Matric for 3 consecutive

years
Kelly Prowse 2022

RA Bursary for Tertiary Studies
Awarded annually and can be shared by a

maximum of 3 deserving students on
application.

 

Kim-Joy Damon
(Post Grad Certif

in Education)
 

2023

RA Scholarship for 10% Annual School
Fees

 Awarded once every 5 years to a deserving
learner from the junior school

Soffia Edwards
 

2023

Jean Jackson's Annual donation
Awarded to a deserving learner who needs

financial aid for a period of 5 years. 

Khanyisile
Malinge

 
2019-2023

RA Bursary Recipients 2023
Thank you so much to all those who continuously donate and support us through fundraising initiatives. Every year
your support enables us to help contribute towards the further education needs of many learners who benefit from
our Rustenburg Alumnae Bursary Funds. This year we awarded a few annual awards to some learners at the
129th Birthday Celebration. Below are some of the recipients who have benefitted from your support since 2019.
We aim to reach more learners through your support.

Be part of the Alumnae Donors Club!

A small donation of R150 per month or a once-off amount
Funds for a bursary with your personal naming rights or your corporate naming rights
Sponsorship of the planting of a tree with a plaque in your name which aids our bursary
fund
Sponsorship or part-sponsorship of a program geared towards mentorship and leadership
of past and present learners
Corporate Sponsorship of a program to develop girls and women leaders from
disadvantaged communities through the Rustenburg Alumnae community

We appreciate the benefactors among the Rustenburg Alumnae Community who allow us to
offer the existing Bursaries to learners and alumnae. Help us reach out to more learners and
increase our efforts by giving in the following ways; 

Interested? contact us at kotua@rghs.org.za or use our fundraising link to donate
https://qkt.io/jwwdyQ

https://youtu.be/i-L_FmLMYhU
https://qkt.io/jwwdyQ


 

From Rustybugs to educators 

Interests/hobbies:
Boardgaming, Ballroom and Latin dancing
Fun fact about you:
I  r ide a bicycle to work every day.
Favourite quote:
"You're braver than you believe, stronger than you seem,
and smarter than you think." from Winnie the Pooh
Why did you choose to become a teacher?  
I  believe that the foundational concepts of language, maths,
and being part of a community are more important than
Matric results. I chose to teach in the FP in order to make
an impact on the education of our young people. I hope to
teach long enough to see a posit ive impact on our country
because of a stronger foundational education.
What does being an alumna teaching at your alma mater
mean to you?
Teaching at my alma mater means being able to give back
and continue the posit ive impact that Rustenburg had on
me. It means being a posit ive, female role model to young
people as well as supporting the school's journey through a
transformation so that the impact of Rustenburg can be
more posit ive in the future.

Grade 3 Class Teacher at 
Rustenburg Girls'

Junior School
 

"I am curious, empathetic and
always looking to learn."

Fun fact about you:
I studied etymology at University
Favourite quote:
 "If you do not sanctify the dawn, the day will not sanctify you." -
Abdal Hakim Murad
Why did you choose to become a teacher?
Unveiling the ways of the world to students is exciting and
rewarding. I am also inspired by (charged with) the dire need to
facilitate critical thinking in an age of AI and fake news! 
What does being an alumna teaching at your alma mater
mean to you?
It means learning every day what happens on the other side of
the classroom (below deck so to say) in order to make the ship
sail. It means relating to students in terms of their feelings of ups
and downs as they go through their high school career as I
recognize similar experiences in me, and having the tools to
assuage any unease using those experiences as best I can.
RGHS is a great institution with strong roots. It is wonderful to be
a part of a place where innovation is rooted in tradition. This is
why it feels like the perfect fit for me. I feel very "old school"

Physics Teacher at 
Rustenburg Girls'

High School
 

"A physics teacher, a lifelong
learner with a secret love for

ancient history and literature."

Alumnae News

Abigail Mallows - E2014

Saeeda Bassardien - E2013



Malika Omar, a young musician who has achieved strides in her music career from a tender age is a
creative: pianist, educator and author. She has had her work appreciated by News24 as they
selected her as one of 100 Young Mandelas of the Future', as well as being on best-selling lists in
the Middle East for her original music. Maserati and Ermenegildo Zegna included her in a selection
of 100 artists/craftsmen from around the world. 

“I could achieve these wonderful career highlights as I was taught to have a strong work ethic,
discipline and awareness of art which is embedded in all students at Rustenburg Girls' Schools. 
 
She has always loved music since she started as a pianist at Rustenburg Girls’ Junior School and
continued to Rustenburg Girls’ High School, under the fabulous tutelage of Ms Elizabeth Sole.
Halfway through her Grade 11 year, she moved to Johannesburg where she completed her music
studies and began her piano school. From there, Malika travelled to Dubai and enjoyed an incredibly
fun and dazzling career as a performing and recording piano artist, piano tutor and brand
ambassador for some of the world's leading brands.
Her philanthropic efforts include work with the United Nations' World Food Programme initiative,
ShareTheMeal (where they have raised some money for the victims of the Turkiye/Syria
earthquake), the Palestine Children's Relief Fund (She composed an original song, 'New Hope' in
aid of children in need). In addition, Malika also joined a UAE-based production team to compose an
original piece of music, 'Portrait of a Girl', for a UNHCR competition to raise awareness for Syrian
refugees. The submission was shortlisted, which was wonderful for creatives in the UAE. She loves
performing for those with special needs and supporting orphanages when she can. Sharing love and
compassion via music is incredibly important to me. To date, Malika has expanded her career to
include writing and has written several articles for international publications as well as built an online
profile of articles on local and international artists, brands and institutions (such as exclusives with
Zeitz MOCAA). She is currently working on an upcoming e-book, a guide to mindfulness and music
for optimum well-being. 

“ I am truly excited about this and look forward to sharing more soon, with God's Will and Mercy.
Music therapy and music for healing is a massive aspect of my work. Lastly I was very honoured to
have been approached for a profile on the SABC3 programme 'An Nur- The Light.' The episode
features Ms Sole, my previous piano teacher and is shot extensively at Rustenburg Girls’ High
School!

E2003 Malika Omar - from a young pianist to changing the
world through music from SA to the UAE

 
 

The show aired on 12 March at 8 am on SABC 3
The video recording will be made available on

the SABC 3 YOUTUBE Channel



The E73s recently hosted their reunion lunch in February 2023.   Anne Boag
and Avril Knott Craig wrote to us to share the highlights of the day. 20 Old
Girls gathered at Kelvin Grove at lunchtime on an extremely hot Saturday in
February, the hottest day of the year at 37⁰ in the shade, to sip bubbly and
drink water for the heat! It had been 50 years since they were in matric and
some 61 years since Sub A at the Junior school. Some had been at school
together since 1962.

One of the group said it was remarkable that we were all still so recognisable
and fit and productive. Sadly this group has already lost 10 of their classmates
of ‘73. Another commented that although they were all older they were still
Rustybugs, sharing their stories, reminiscing and catching up on how their
lives had evolved.

There is a delicate thread that binds this group together the shared
Rustenburg experience. They formed relationships and built friendships during
a time when they belonged to the same school. It was wonderful to see that
the connections between them were still there and that we are still able to
laugh and chat happily together. 

The group agreed that they should not wait another 5 or 10 years to get
together again but should try and meet more frequently on an informal basis.
So hopefully, the E73s will get together sometime in the not too distant for a
coffee or more bubbles! And hopefully, some of the girls that could not join us
in February will be able to join us in future.

Anne Boag and Avril Knott Craig on behalf of E73s

E1973 Reunion Highlights by Anne Boag and Avril Knott Craig

RUSTENBURG E73 REUNION ATTENDEES: 
Anne Boag; Pat Bolus (NICHOLSON), Jean Close (SALMON), Mandy Drummond, Lynn Earl (SUTER), Jeanie

Erickson (MCGREGOR), Alison Frost (BUTLER), Gill Gull (MCFARLAINE), Dorothy Holder (HART), Avril
Knott Craig, Lynn Maddock (MEADOWS), Debbie McGavin (WATERMEYER), Di Nurock, Marion Phelan (VAN
SPONSSEN), Madeleine Siddle (ROOTHMAN), Di Slingsby (WILSON), Lanice Steward (FLETCHER), Barbara

Stewart (MYLREA), Colleen Warren (DAVIS), Marianne Willis
 

We are sad to announce the news of Elaine Nannucci's (E67)
passing.

Ms Marian Lennox, who passed away on the 26th of January 2023
will be remembered for her enormous contribution to the school.

 Niki Venter (E87) sadly passed away on Saturday 21 January
2023 after a courageous battle.

To all the families you have our deepest sympathy and unwavering
support. Wishing you peace, comfort, courage, and lots of love at
this time of sorrow. May you cherish the good memories your loved
ones left you with.

Obituaries



After Matriculating at Rustenburg Geneé went to UCT where she completed a B. Comm
Honours in Information Systems. She then joined the Financial Services industry and never did
another minute of anything IS-related! She spent 10 years each at 2 big South African banks
and now works for a foreign financial institution where she looks after Family Office type
clients. On the weekends you can find Geneé walking or hiking (her newfound passion) and
spending as much time with her incredible daughter Jess (13) and their terribly cute miniature
Dachshund Bailey. Oh, and did we mention enjoying the odd glass of vino? 
"I have always been someone that enjoys getting involved and am not scared to get my hands
dirty. Previously I simply did not have the time to make much of a meaningful contribution to
anything other than parenting and my day job, but really want to try and make a meaningful
difference and get involved for Jessica’s last 5 years at school. I hope that I can do this by
bringing a different skill set and dynamic to the Alumnae Committee. I am passionate about
Rustenburg and the role that the Old Girls can play in its growth, success and prosperity."
Welcome to the team Geneé!!

Anne Leeuwenberg was part of the Rustenburg high school staff from January 1984 to the end
of March 1996 as Anne Schlebusch. She was HOD for English and the overall coordinator for
the Rustenburg Centenary Celebrations. Modjaji Books is excited to announce the publication of
Bloomer by Capetonian author Anne Schlebusch. Bloomer has been selected as one of the
anticipated 61 books of 2023 by Brittle Paper  The Sunday Times featured the book on the 5th of
February 2023 and Anne is participating at the Franschhoek Literary Festival this year. The
official launch took place on Tuesday 7th March 6 at 6.30 pm at Exclusive Books Cavendish
Square and Anne will be in conversation with Twanji Kulula.

 Fully early pandemic “locked down” in an old age home, 70-year-old boomer, Maggie, ditches
her bra, browses an old diary and reconnects with her artist self. While the world is happier with
its oldies locked away, the lovable and maverick elders of Hazyview Mansions, galvanised by
Maggie and her four close friends, have their own ideas. Romance, old loves; individual, local
and global issues drive the story of this consequential movement with sustained and gentle
humour. This book is both enormous fun and truly weighty.

Meet our new committee member -  Geneé Taylor Bennett (neé Taylor) E1994

Congratulations Anne Leeuwenburg E1969 - Book launch of Bloomer

Join the Rustenburg Alumnae Chorale
The Choir was established in 2017 after a call went out
to all Rustenburg Alumnae members to form a choir for
the retirement concert of Elizabeth Sole (Previous Music
HOD RGHS). Hendrik Marais (Creative Arts HOD at
RGJS) and Lauren Lyons (nee. Davis E'12) formed the
choir and continued to run with it after the performance
had taken place. 

The choir currently consists of RGHS Alumnae and current RGJS parents. They have performed at St Paul's Church in
Rondebosch as well as at music events at both RGHS and RGJS. The motivation behind starting the group was that
many of the initial alumnae members were so passionate about continuing with the choir that the director, Hendrik
Marais, decided to continue rehearsing and performing. Intake to join is on a continuous basis and people can email
Hendrik Marais marais@rgjs.org.za or Lauren Lyons laulyo@rgjs.org.za to book or be part of the alumnae choir.

The fun part is that the choir is not only open to Alumnae members but to RGJS/ RGHS parents as well, including Dads!
For those interested in joining; rehearsals take place every Tuesday evening at Rustenburg Girls' Junior School from
19h00 - 20h00. You do not need any previous singing experience, nor do you need to audition. Click on the image to
watch the video.

Be part of Alumnae activities

https://brittlepaper.com/2023/01/61-anticipated-african-books-of-2023/
https://brittlepaper.com/2023/01/61-anticipated-african-books-of-2023/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzUAek8yNlY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzUAek8yNlY
mailto:marais@rgjs.org.za
mailto:laulyo@rgjs.org.za
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzUAek8yNlY


The class of 1972 is invited to join us for a lunch on the 23rd
of March 2023 at Rustenburg Girls' High School.

What to expect on the day:
12:30 - 13:00: Arrival, Registration, Group picture
13:00 - 13:30: Welcoming by School Principal (Mr Gates)
Inspire Talk session between Dr Lucy Linley (E72) and
Matrics (E23)
13:30 - 14:30: Alumnae Lunch will be served
Book tickets via Quicket: https://qkt.io/dn29N5

Join our Mentorship Programme 

Strengthening the network and relations between alumnae and Grade 12 learners of each year
Encourage communication and mentorship support via Shift Conversations Sessions (These can be 30 min
digital/physical talks between mentors and the E2023s)
Provide support to Alumnae by profiling and assisting them organise these thought leadership sessions

Become a mentor in our Shift Mentorship Programme whereby alumnae can host inspirational, motivational and
moving conversations with matrics in short engagement sessions. These sessions are meant to help us foster and
build relationships between Alumnae and the matriculants of 2023 and each year going forward.

The programme is aimed to achieve the following: 

Interested? Please email kotua@rghs.org.za to become a mentor and host a Shift Conversation with the E2023s

Upcoming Reunions:

Lucy Linley was born in Cape Town in 1954. She attended Rustenburg Girls School: RGHS Matric 1972.
Studied medicine at the University of Cape Town. Graduated MBChB UCT 1979. From 1980-1984, she
gained experience as a junior doctor in medicine, surgery, obstetrics, paediatrics and emergency
medicine, after which she trained as a paediatrician on the UCT training hospital circuit. Subsequently,
she trained as a neonatologist and worked in the community of the Metro West region of Cape Town, and
Mowbray Maternity Hospital (MMH). She was head of the Neonatal Service at MMH 2000 until 2019 when
she retired. She was a senior lecturer in Neonatal Medicine to UCT medical students, and midwives
working in the Maternal and Neonatal services of the Metro West region of the City of Cape Town. We
look forward to the first mentorship shift conversation between Dr Lucy and the E2023s

https://qkt.io/dn29N5


Follow us on social media 
 

Have you joined Alumnet yet? https://rustenburg.alumnet.co.za/ 
Find us on Facebook and Instagram @rustenburgalumnae. Our Facebook page can also be found at 

 https://www.facebook.com/rustenburgalumnae/  
 

You can also join our new Linkedin page on 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rustenburg-alumnae

 
 We would appreciate any news of alumnae, updates and interesting stories, please send them to Asonele Kotu -

alumnae@rustenburggirls.org.za for inclusion in future newsletters.

Planning a school visit, tour or get-together?
We would love to assist you in putting it together.

Please send us your reunion notices we would love
to know more.

 
Let us know if your contact details have changed.

 
Contact Asonele Kotu on kotua@rghs.org.za

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/rustenburgalumnae/
http://rustenburgalumnae/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/87468186/admin/
https://forms.gle/x4NSRR5opKxEZduP6
https://rustenburg.alumnet.co.za/
https://rustenburg.alumnet.co.za/
http://rustenburgalumnae/
https://www.facebook.com/rustenburgalumnae/
https://www.facebook.com/rustenburgalumnae/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rustenburg-alumnae
mailto:alumnae@rustenburggirls.org.za

